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0:07 
CD: Describe physically where your battle station was on the ship. 


JB: On the Oklahoma, really my battle-station was up on the bridge. I was either 
the assistant to the quarter-master, the watch, or I had the engine on the 
telegraph. But that day...that weekend I was asked to, uh, take care of the after- 
steering to get it ready for.. hey this is material inspection, this concerns more 
about that than anything else. [stumbles on words, hard to understand] So, that's 
why I was down there. 


0:48 
CD: I've heard a couple of people say that the reason the Oklahoma rolled so fast 
is because of that inspection and all the water tight doors were open. 


JB: That's true 
CD: Could you talk a little bit about that. 


01:00 

JB: Well...well I'll tell you. They was... All the voids that... see... It had blisters 
and voids on the Oklahoma. The blisters were put on there in 1927 to 29. They 
were extended another three foot from the water line, out, down to the keel to 
protect the underwater of the ship. Like the magazines and engine spaces and so 
forth. That's why they were put there to start with, but they were open for 
inspection. And, uh, if you got the blisters open then all, all... then some of the 
spaces down below that would normally secured at five o'clock, they were not 
secured because they was getting ready for material inspection (2:00) too. They 
had to put stuff away. I don't know why they were hiding everything, ya' know, 
for material inspection. That, uhh... It's weird that we got in there so late to start 
with, and uhh. But that was Monday, and, uh, I would say for Saturday and 
Sunday there's a lot of excess spaces. Doors and voids that were left open that 
normally wouldn't have been open. That's my comment on that. That wouldn't 
have been open under normal conditions, and it was all on account of that 
material inspection. 


02:46 

JB: Did you lose a lot of buddies that day and friends. Well, I had... not real close, 
I had, uh, my friend there. His brother got killed on the bridge. (3:00) But that 
day we lost four-hundred and twenty-nine men. Either suffocated or drowned, 


uh, on the ship. I don't know how many got wounded, I never found out about 
that. But we did, we got hit by nine torpedoes and, uh, you could see... I don't 
know, I should've brought that with me, A profile, it's out in Hawaii. Ships 
illustration that nine torpedoes had hit the ship and, and uh, it was all on the 
port side. It, it, it...all of 'em hit a little farther than midship. All them torpedoes 
had hit from midship forward on the port side. Nothing hit aft of the, uh, there. 
(4:00) Otherwise, uh, I wouldn't have been here talkin to you. Because the, it just 
tore them plates up on that side it... There were voids, there were armor plates, 
and this uh, blisters. So I think, I think, uh, we could of almost, the engineer for, 
uh, they could of almost balance that... possibly balanced that ship and sort of 
saved it. If, uh, we hadn't of had everything open. Jesus, we didn't have a chance. 


(4:47) 
CD: I just need you to repeat a line for me that, we had a door shut in the middle 
of it. And it's, "I wouldn't be here talking to you" could you just say that please? 


JB: What's that? 


CD: "I wouldn't be here talking to you," could you just say that line for me? We 
had a... 


JB: Yeah, I, I wouldn't be here talking to you if we would've gotten hit aft to mid- 
ship. So the ship, on the port side... because 


(5:15) 
CD: That's very, that's fine I got everything else I just needed a little clarification 
there. I heard a door a slam right in the middle when you were saying it. 


JB: Oh. 


CD: Um, (05:27) What's your clearest memory of that day? The one thing that 
really stands out? 


(05:37) 
JB: Well, there's not too much stands out about the others, down there in the 
after-steering with all that, uh, with the stuff, and... 


<<Interruption>> 


(6:00) 
CD: What's the one thing you remember most about that day? 


JB: I think the start of the day. The way it started out, and the way the word was 
passed. Stand in my mind more than anything else. I think if it wasn't done that 
way, th,th, that you wouldn't have got the action and reaction you did from that, 
when that guy passed on the word. Now that, that is my, that's the main thing for 
me, I'll never forget that. And, I'll tell you how he, uh, why he did that. He used 
to have fire drills on the ship, and he had this baltzamate [inaudible] he always 


fire drilled in the, in the... in the incinerators. Well there's always burning in the 
incinerator, but they'd have a drill and they'd say fire in the incinerators. (07:00) 
Well this day nobody showed up, and the balts, the old baltzamate of the watch 
says, " Fire in the incinerators and this is no" he used a four letter word and he 
never forgot that this instant. [inaudible] And when this came about, he did the 
same thing and that's weird 'cause that was years later. And that really got his 
dit [inaudible]. 


(7:35) 
CD: Have you been to the Arizona memorial? 


JB: Yes. 


CD: When you're out on that memorial, standing over that sunken ship, what 
thoughts go through your mind? 


(7:44) 

JB: Oh I, I can't handle it. I just can't handle it. Th, that's the worst place that I 
can go is there. Yea, it's just, it's too much for me, and um... (08:00) But I was 
yeah, I've been there for the ceremonies. I did, I went through those. But, uh, 
that's the worst time for me at all is to go there. Regardless... [Pauses] 
Especially when you go there and you drop the flowers you know. You, you drop 
the flowers in, then you go back to the, to the after part where all the names are 
and, uh. I was through that with the admiral out there, and, uh, I was in that 
ceremony. And, uh, you know that's bad. And I don't like any foreign troops there 
when I'm out there. (09:00) And that's all I coming on, can make on that 
[difficult to understand last sentence]. There's something about it, I don't know 
why, I just don't want the foreign troops there when I'm there. Maybe they OK, I 
dunno’. I just haven't got that far yet. I probably never will myself. A lot of 'em 
have, you know. Hey they've gone over and bled in territories in Japan, but I 
don't, if I went over there, I don't think I'd plant a cherry tree there. I don't, I 
don't know. I just, I'm not into that yet. [Long pause, sighs] (10:00) I guess some 
of 'em been to Japan there. They went over, um, our [inaudible] our marine that 
was on, what?, West Virginia. I think he went over and, he had good friends and 
all. I don't guess there's anything wrong with it. But I'm, I'm not quite there. 
‘Cause there's too much happened as far as I'm concerned. I've seen too many 
burnt. Guys in hospital, in uh... right now I can't accept it. I probably never will. 


(10:46) 
CD: What's the lesson of Pearl Harbor? 


JB: Huh? 
CD: What should we learn from Pearl Harbor today? 
JB: I can tell you one thing. Somebody ought a stay alert and be on watch 


(11:00) and... for communication. That's the most important thing in the world 
is communicate with people. That we didn't have. There's no communication 


there then. There's three branches of service and everybody wants to do their 
own thing. Intelligence? Everybody wanted to run their own intelligence. And, 
uh, like the army they stacked their planes up in the middle of the field and then 
that made an ideal target for them Japanese didn't it? They thought it well that, 
you know they planned it cause they, all they thought about was sabotage. See? 
That proved one thing there that, uh, they certainly had no idea that, uh, they 
were going to bomb it with planes. They would have put 'em all in the middle of 
the field, and lined 'em up. (12:00) 


(12:11) 

CD: James, there's a lot of people that go to that memorial every year, to pay 
their respects and to glean something from it, or to learn something from it. For 
someone who lived through that day, and the ramifications of that day for a day 
and a half, what would you want to say to those people? What message would 
you want them to take away? 


JB: I, I just hope that they look at all of them names there when they go aboard, 
and see all them names. And that's something they should never forget. I mean, 
that, there's no excuse anymore for not being alert. It seemed like they do the 
same thing now. They don't seem like (13:00) ,uh, they're not getting a word for 
some reason. But, the main thing there is the message. If you don't get the 
message you gotta... that's a number one priority. Without it, you're lost. That's 
all I can say. 


(13:30) 
CD: James? Is there anything I've missed about your experience at Pearl Harbor? 
How that maybe has affected you, that you would like to talk about? 


JB: No, I don't think so. There is something there that seems like I talked 
around, I don't know what it is. That, uh...Maybe, maybe it was the, uh...it, it, 
(14:00) the aura and stuff it sorta tried to put the people to sleep [hard to make 
out]. I, I, it seemed like they, they were... wasn't really alert as much down there 
as you, as you thought you were. And it, but uh, no. There, there's nothing else 
that I really, I really don't want to say about. There's a couple, three things 
happened down there, just kind of funny so much. I'm not going to bring that up 
about the people. Oh, there was this... my friend Delong {Hard to hear] He, he 
was Sittin' there and he says, "Hey Jim, uh, I got to go to the bathroom." I said, 
"Look you dumb head, just wait till we get out of here." Hey you know? And I'll 
never forget that. (15:00) And I that, Delong as long as he lived I use to kid him 
about that. He was from Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Ol' Delong. But, hey, he, he just 
came up and he says... I said "Don't ask me." I said, "It's darker than shit in here 
you know?" [Long Pause] I can't think of too much more, just uh... The guys, you 
know that I really wanted to say. Some of 'em were mothers' boys, you know, one 
or two. But, anyway...It was a hell of a day. [Laughs] (16:00) I, I came out of 
that. I came out of that though, and uh, I was on nine different ships for twenty- 
seven years and I don't regret a day of it. I don't know if I'd do it again or not. 
But I don't regret the days that I did. It was, you know... So that was my feeling. 


CD: Thank you James. 


JB: Yea, I was assigned to the fleet trading group right at the end. I had this 
burmanese mine sweeper at all things at fleet trading group. They, I went and 
put a new mine sweeper in commission up in Tacoma, Washington. Only had 
about eleven people from my crew and here come forty-one of these burmanese 
(17:00) on the, you know, jeeps. I took 'em to fleet trading group here and up to 
the mine school in Long Beach and, uh, turned 'em loose, sent 'em home. After 
that, ah, I did.. I was going... they had me scheduled to go to Nam after that. 
And, uh, that's a small shallow river there. Yeah, but I would've gone. All they 
had to do was detail me. But that, they had to detail me for that I think, 'cause I 
didn't miss anything else. I was in the, I was in the Korean War 


(17:41) 
<<Cuts out>> 
<<Portrait Shots>> 


(23:20) 
END JAMES BOUNDS INTERVIEW 
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(24:06) 
CD: If we could start, if you could just introduce yourself and tell us where you 
come from originally? 


<<Questions>> 


GJ: My brother and I joined the Navy in New Jersey, and, ah, and the first... we 
went to aviation mechanic school after that in Chicago. Then took a train out to 
the West Coast, and it was exciting for us because we've never been on a train 
and, and didn't realize how big this country really is. So, wheat fields and that 
sort of thing. And, uh, and got to, uh, San Francisco. And then stayed there for a 
while and took a ship down to San Diego. (25:01) And then from San Diego, took 


a larger ship and went out to Kaneohe. We got out to Kaneohe Bay, when we got 
out to Pearl Harbor... 


(25:10) 

CD: Let's hold on for a second I want to, I want to get some more information 
before we get, uh, get to Hawaii. Hold on a second. If, if you could just...just tell 
us where you're from originally. 


GJ: Uh, uh, how originally? 
CD: Where you were born, where you grew up? 


(25:25) 

GJ: Oh. Born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, uh, uh, raised in New Jersey. A 
couple of places in New Jersey, Southern New Jersey. And went to High School in 
Wild Wood, New Jersey. And the, the uh, they passed a rule...war clouds were 
looming and they passed a rule that if you were a senior in high school and so 
many marking periods you could join the military, and you wouldn't have to go to 
the graduation ceremonies. So that was a good way for me to get out, and there 
wasn't any, any jobs that be had or very much (26:00) not in Wild Wood. There's 
a beach resort and the win...the winter time is dead. So, I joined and my brother, 
my younger, one year younger brother, uh, joined with me. And, uh, so we just 
both...both of us together. Now, I had a smaller brother, one year younger than 
my other brother, and he joined the Navy later on. So the three of us were in the 
Navy at the same time, uh, almost. 


(25:26) 
CD: Can you tell us, how you got to Hawaii? 


GJ: Uh, went by ship. Took a ship out of San Diego and went to, uh, Hawaii. And 
on that ship we, uh, we had to sleep on, on a, almost on the deck. Uh, the, so 
many people going out there. And the, this is of course before the attack. And, 
uh, it was kind of like a vacation for us. We, we, we enjoyed it. And they, uh, the 
first Navy ship we went on, were on was a passenger. So that was a, that was 
interesting. And then we had a whole bunch of other guys (27:00) go with us. 


(27:03) 
CD: Could you describe Hawaii? What you found when you got there? 


GJ: The smell, the smells of, uh... 

<<interruption>> 

(27:56) 

CD: Could you describe what you saw in Hawaii and what you did while you 


were there? 


GJ: Well, when we first went over we went into Pearl Harbor, and it was a draft 


of about forty guys, and they divided half...half of 'em to.. to,uh, go to Kaneohe 
and half of them to stay there. We were all aviation mechanic apprentices, more 
or less. And there was, the smells of Hawaii. The tropical smells. Stuff like that, 
was pretty neat. It was a big adventure for us. And, the [fumbles] and to be told 
we were going to go some place else, that was an adventure too. But, uh, but of 
course Hawaii, we didn't see the city. We didn't get into Honolulu. Not that early. 
Later on we did, and ,uh, but it was just... we were a Navy thing this was our 
first assignment. Uh, we were all recruits like... and uh... so, that was, that was 
pretty that much that. 


(29:02) 
CD: What did you do on leave in Hawaii? 


GJ: Well the first leave I took was December the 6th. I went over to, uh, to a 
buddy's...a friend I was going to join the Navy with, but he couldn't get in the 
Navy. He had something, a dental problem. So, later on he joined the army. And 
he, he was in an army division at Schofield Barracks. So I went over to see him 
December the 6th, the day before. And December the 7th he was going to come 
see me. And see our aircraft and that sort of thing. But he never got there, 
because Schofield Barracks was being bombed and machine gunned itself. And, 
uh... 


(29:47) 

CD: If... Did you, were you aware that Japan and America were... 

GJ: No, no idea. And the news we get was kinda skip, skippy, but we knew there 
was going to be negotiations going on, but uh, we weren't aware of the details at 


all. And the Navy didn't tell us anything about [fumbles] the Navy wasn't 
alarmed. 


END OF TAPE 


